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HOW TO LIVE
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We are inundated with so many things in this modern age.

We may wonder what we really need.

The time has come for us to think in a new way.

Before getting something new we need to stop and think whether that thing
is really necessary for our lives or way of life.

This also means rethinking the actual act of living.

It is the same for those making something. You can create something only
after contemplating your own way of life or living.

These things may give the people using them some ideas for a new way of
life or living.

We are looking forward to seeing designs that have been created by ideas
about how to live.
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Pencils, rulers, erasers

ZFMYLTOXER
Raw Stationery

ME, B, HLILZRWVWERIZLT, K—LEeYI—ILHIXHUPER
OBMDESICLEL, BELRSIZY > TE-7Y, HILLERDERM
bl Ed,

RE, W50V IZBRABXEEFBLTLWETH, TARKTHE
ICEBEEZAC LI BRENEBBDE BT TT, ZORRMICFHAMA SN
EEMEONTEEZ LS, ZOERBRZL —EREMELTHBILT,
HLOMEADRARIMMENZDTRAWVWTL &S D
HHEIBEMELTOXERZESEVETH?

We made pencils, rulers and erasers into long rod-shapes, just like the
wood or metal material parts found in DIY stores. They can be cut to any
length and used as you like, so they will also become like raw materials
for new tools.

At the moment there are many kinds of different stationery around us,
but originally it was a simple thing like drawing a pattern on the ground
with a stick. After that, tools were made from the materials by hand, but
by looking at the tool itself as a material again, we thought it is possible
to create a relationship between a person and something new.

How would you use this raw stationery?
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Daiki Nakamori / Keita Ebidzuka ¢ Design engineer / Architectural design »



MERIT AWARD
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Rubber stamp
Product Anniversary

MERIT AWARD
By being used by people, things become "tools" for our way of life. The "Product
Anniversary" records the day when the thing became a "tool" with a stamp as an
anniversary date. It's not just a date, it is a record of the story behind why you
got something and what you used it for. It create "emotions” and a feeling of
possession towards "a tool" such has never been felt before. It also has a value
that only that one person can attach to it. This is a proposal for a new way of
living that creates the opportunity to think about how to relate to things.

Yasunari Abe ¢ Art Director )
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Packing tape

MERIT AWARD
Manga Packing Tape
In the background of a gift there is always the feelings of the sender or a story
behind the gift. When a parent sends some vegetables cultivated in their garden
to a son living alone. When sending a gift to a girlfriend who is living far away.
With this packing tape the senders can also send their feelings and story
together with the gift. The packing tape is printed with cartoon frames, speech
balloons and special-effect lines so you can draw the feelings you want to
convey with pictures and letters. So why don't you try sending something that is
a special gift only from you to someone who means a lot to you?

Kazuhiro Minami ¢ Designer )
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Kujira
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Tape cutter MERIT AWARD

Fit Tape Cutter

It is a tape cutter that fits perfectly on your thumb and it feels as if you are
cutting with your own hand. By integrating the thumb and the tape cutter you
can feel the blade cutting by having it on the top end of your nail and you can
cut various kinds of tape regardless of where you want to use it. Unlike
conventional tape cutters placed on a desk, the fun of cutting tape and the
ease with which tape can be changed fits well with the movement of people,
creating a free lifestyle. It is a new tape cutter that brings people and their
tools closer together by the fact that it is worn on the body.

Kujira

Nanae Ishikawa / Kohei Maeda ¢ University students >
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Tablet Paint /Ink
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One-time use paints and ink. These paints have been made with
the viewpoint that it would be better if children share paints at
school rather than children having individual paints when they
use them in class, so as not to have wastage. The tablet form
was decided to resolve the problems of sharing.
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Hideo Asahina ( Sculptor }
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Book cover
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The books lined up on a bookshelf in a room are in various sizes
and designs, and are a little unsightly with their unexpectedly
strong sense of presence. These book covers transform such a
book case into a subdued background.
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Yasunari Abe ¢ Art Director »
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Clothes hangers
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Hangers for My Best 10
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By being numbered from 1 to 10, these clothes hangers assign
priority. And it is not just for clothes; thinking about how you
relate to things leads to a lifestyle where you evaluate and
select the more important things.
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DQS Ayaka Shiraishi / Ryo Yamato

< Art Director / Communications Planner )
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Coloring Book that lost its edge
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Coloring without clear boundaries. That ambiguity stimulates
the imagination. It gives us the opportunity right from
childhood to encounter the "diverse perspectives” necessary
for modern society.
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Naoto Ichikawa + Yoshihiro Kono ¢ Copywriter / Art Director »
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Underlay sheet
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This underlay sheet made with layers of paper changes the way
it looks according to how the light hits it. By using the same
materials as in notebooks or pencils, the texture and
comfortable feel when writing give us a natural sense of
abundance.
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Kenta Mishina / Azusa Kanou ¢ Postgraduate students )
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Notebook
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Notebook with Window
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Sticky tags jut out from the notebook, so they usually get dirty
and screwed up. By sticking them inside the window, you can
keep the sticky tags clean while using them and every time you
stick one of the tags on, it becomes part of the design.
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Daigo Fukawa & Ayano Kokubun < Designer »
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SAMURAI Co.,Ltd. Representative
Art Director, Creative Director

Kashiwa Sato

Each of the award-winning works design the point of
something. The days of manufacturers being just able to
make something have now ended and things are not
evaluated highly by consumers unless a true sense of how
to live and a way of life have been seriously tackled. The
relationship between people and things is changing
greatly, things are not complete just because they are
things, the key is how to design the margin to which
people are involved, and the ability to provide an
experience. Works that symbolize such a time have won
the awards.

Artist

Yasuhiro Suzuki

In a sense, the award-winning works are only works that
have not been designed. They are proposals that strike
the blind spot hidden one step before embarking on
designing stationery. This task may have been difficult
for people who have seriously studied design. | think that
it was easier for people who had a wide field of vision and
found “play" in trivial events occurring during the
process of living and making things. It is only by
experience that people can change the way they view
things or the way they live. | was impressed by and will not
forget the words of the winner who said that, “thinking
about 'HOW TO LIVE' became "HOW TO LIVE' itself".

takram design engineering Representative
Design Engineer

Kinya Tagawa

The theme "HOW TO LIVE" is like asking someone who they
are. | thought applicants would have trouble with this
theme like a Zen question, but | think that the
atmosphere created by the works that were ranked the
most highly was different from usual years in the sense
that the items had been worked on. Because the theme
was deep, it was difficult for contestants to convey their
thoughts only with the presentation sheet. The intention
of the works was conveyed properly only after completion
of the prototype and the presentation with their actual
voices, and the level of satisfaction in the final review
was also higher than usual.
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KIGI Representative
Art Director, Creative Director

Ryosuke Uehara

Originally design is not categorized, it is created by the
desire to do something. In that sense, "HOW TO LIVE" is a
theme that people who make products must always be
asking and what Kokuyo does to support people’s lives is
of great significance. As advice to entrants, it may be
important to have a viewpoint that is conveyed briefly,
like an advertisement, so that the ideas and message can
be seen at a glance in the presentation sheet at the
review.

KIGI
Art Director, Designer

Yoshie Watanabe

| think that the works unique to this theme "HOW TO LIVE"
have become the winning works. This era is overflowing
with things and information, but our time is limited. So we
have to decide which things to choose for ourselves from
among many things. | want to find something important
for myself and something that | like rather than just
following the crowd. The award-winning works are aligned
with such thoughts. | want to carry on thinking about this
theme in the future rather than ending here.

KOKUYO Co., Ltd.
Representative Director of the Board, Chairman

Akihiro Kuroda

Nowadays, the way people work and the way they learn is
dynamically changing and from now on the way people live
will become even more closely connected. Under these
circumstances, we wanted to further expand the KOKUYO
DESIGN AWARD theme of 2015, “Beautiful Lifestyle” ,
and to seek design ideas that included daily life and way
of living. Thank you very much for submitting ambitious
works that focused on many new ways of living and
lifestyles in response to the enormous question of "HOW
TO LIVE". From now on, the KOKUYO DESIGN AWARD will be
working with you to think about new things for the future
and to put an effort into creating opportunities for
output.
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